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Teachers growing more vocal about low pay 


Craig Harris 
Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


After teaching middle school stu- 
dents all day in Paradise Valley, math 
teacher Deirdre Cronin heads to a Star- 
bucks most afternoons. 

It’s not to unwind. 

She’s tutoring kids there five days a 


More online: Read past education stories at education.azcentral.com. 


week — including Saturdays — just to 
make ends meet. 

Cronin, who has taught for 20 years, 
said she needs a part-time job because 
Republican Gov. Doug Ducey and the 
GOP-controlled Legislature haven't 
done enough to raise teacher pay. 

She said the 1 percent pay stipend for 


public-school teachers, approved by 
Ducey and lawmakers earlier this year, 
amounts to about $400, or a little more 
than $1 a day, for her. 

Paradise Valley isn’t scheduled to re- 
lease those funds to teachers until Feb- 
ruary, according to the district. 

Cronin is among a growing number of 


educators who have used social media 
recently to express frustration about 
poor teacher pay and the meager in- 
crease they will receive from Ducey and 
lawmakers. 

“Not enough teachers are being vocal 
about our salaries. We show up to work 
and love our kids and work really hard,” 


See TEACHERS, Page 6A 


TOP: Vice President Mike Pence 
scrapped an overseas trip in case his 
vote was needed to break a Senate tie. 
JACQUELYN MARTIN/AP 

ABOVE: Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., 
has said failure on the tax bill was “not 
an option.” ANDREW HARNIK/AP 


House Speaker Paul Ryan, R-Wis., has made overhauling the U.S. tax code a top 


bill nears 


priority during much of his tenure in Congress. J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE/AP 


Republicans pushed on Tuesday to the verge of the most sweeping re- 


write of the nation’s tax laws in more than three decades, a deeply un- 


popular bill they insist Americans will learn to love when they see their 


paychecks in the new year. The Senate was expected to pass the legisla- 


tion Tuesday night, but the plan to send it on to the president for his 


signature had to be scrapped. Democrats noted that three provisions 


violated Senate rules and had to be removed. So the massive bill will be 


hauled back across the Capitol for the House to re-vote today. 1B 


®© USA TODAY Nation & World: Full rundown in Section B. 


How Arizona’s delegation voted: Roll call appears on 12A. 


TOP: Protesters gathered outside the 
New York Stock Exchange on Tuesday. 
MARK LENNIHAN/AP 

ABOVE: “This bill will come back to 
haunt them,” House Democratic leader 
Nancy Pelosi said of the GOP tax plan. 
CHIP SOMODEVILLA/GETTY IMAGES 


‘Seat saving’ stirs angst among 
loyal Southwest Airlines fliers 


Dawn Gilbertson 
Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Stu Weinshanker was boarding a 
Southwest Airlines flight in Las Vegas 
when he found something occupying 
his wife’s seat. 

Well, not technically her seat, be- 
cause Southwest famously doesn’t as- 
sign seats. It was the exit-row aisle seat 
she had her eyes on so they could sit 
across from one another. They had each 
paid the airline’s $15 early-bird fee in 


hopes of snagging the coveted seats 
with extra leg room — Weinshanker is 
6 feet 2 inches — during Southwest’s 
first-come, first-served open board- 
ing. 

A passenger who boarded before 
the couple was saving the aisle seat for 
her boyfriend because he was near the 
end of the boarding line. She sat in the 
middle and put a tablet on the aisle 
seat. 

Weinshanker told her, nicely he 


See SEATS, Page 13A 


Coyotes pledge to play at least 
one more season in Glendale 


Craig Harris 
Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


The Arizona Coyotes have commit- 
ted to playing at least one more season 
at Gila River Arena. 

“We are absolutely planning to play 
next season at Gila River Arena and are 
focused on building a winning hockey 
team, positively contributing to our 
community, and achieving success in 
all aspects of our business,” said Ah- 
ron Cohen, the team’s chief operating 


officer. 

The announcement comes nine 
months after the team and National 
Hockey League Commissioner Gary Be- 
ttman threatened to move the franchise 
unless it got a new arena. The team, 
however, has backed away from such 
demands and focused on community 
outreach despite a horrid start on the 
ice. 

The one-year extension in Glendale 
also may quell concerns in the short 


See COYOTES, Page 6A 
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Arizona State’s Shannon Evans II attempts a layup 
against Longwood on Tuesday at Wells Fargo Arena 
in Tempe. The Sun Devils prevailed, 95-61, and are 
now 11-0 on the season. SEAN LOGAN/THE REPUBLIC 


County plans to close 
Mesa animal shelter 


Maricopa County plans to shut down its aging Mesa 
animal shelter once construction is completed on 
an expanded west Phoenix facility, officials an- 
nounced. The closure is expected no earlier than 
2019. Officials said the site is over-crowded, housing 
as many as 100 animals over its capacity. 3A 


New cocktail bar to open 


Little Rituals is a new cocktail bar coming to the 
fourth floor of the Residence Inn/Courtyard by Mar- 
riott Phoenix Downtown in mid-2018. 20A 
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Service includes up to 5 quarts of Pennzoil® 5W30 or 5W20 
Conventional Motor Oil and multi point inspection. Shop Fees 
Additional. Other brands of oil available at additional charge. 
Most vehicles. With this ad only. Not valid with any other of- 
fer or discount. Valid at all Phoenix Metro Valley Locations. 
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Jiffy Lube Signature Service® Oil Change 


With Conventional Oil 
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NECESSARY 


Call for hours of operation: 
1.888.99. JIFFY 
Or visit our website at jiffylubearizona.com 
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